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The Huaorani are legendary, even among other Indigenous
peoples in Ecuador’s Amazon region.
Their knowledge about the rainforest and its diverse plant and
animal life, is so extensive it knows almost no limit.
The Huaorani people are famous for their hunting skills and
long spears and blowguns. For centuries, Huaorani warriors,sometimes called Aucas, a Quichua word meaning "savages,"
by outsiders) are perhaps equaled only by their Shuar neighbors to the south for their reputation as a fierce independent
group, hostile to outside intrusions (who sought to exploit the
Amazon Rainforest and conquer its inhabitants) and willing to
resort to violence to defend their ancestral lands.
During the last years, the Huaorani communities living in the
Yasuni area must find new ways to protect Ome, the rainforest
that is their home.
Here at Onowoka, we have a long history of sending travellers
on unique cultural & natural expeditions.
During our first time in the Intangible zone with the Waoranis,
we helped them to set up the first organised inmersion in
Bameno, in collaboration with Penti (now the Chief and the
face of the community).
We were also the first local operator to work together with the
community to offer the visitors the chance to see the wildlife
as it is and as it can, sadly, only be found in the remotest
regions of the Amazon.
If you make the decision to travel with us, you will be immersed in a culture of proud people, fighting as their fathers did
to preserve an ancient way of life, fighting to live free, to live
Waorani.
Today, our team of specialists have extensive experience with
the Waorani communities and especially with the community of
Bameno. We created and operate directly the activities inside
the intangible zone along with the community. Thanks to our
in-depth knowledge of Waorani culture, we are recognised as
one of the leading authorities in sustainable and cultural travel
in the Ecuadorian rainforest.
Jose Luis Agualongo
Founder & Manager
Onowoka
sales@onowoka.com
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WAORANI TERRITORY

WAORANI COMMUNITY
BAMENO
Located two days by canoe from
the nearest road, with a population of more than 100, in one
of the most remote regions of
the Ecuadorian Amazon, is the
Waorani community of Bameno.
As we travel toward Bameno, we
make our way through a thriving rainforest ecosystem,
still home to such animals as
Macaws, Tapirs, pirañas and
monkeys and so much more...

INTANGIBLE ZONE
The Intangible Zone is a spectacular refuge of carbon-rich,
biologically-diverse rainforest
that spans nearly 3,000 square
miles (758,051 hectares) of
ancestral Huaorani lands. Roughly the size of Delaware and
Rhode Island combined, The
Intangible Zone is located in
the Yasuni Biosphere Reserve,
and has been designated by Ecuador’s government as a conservation area—off-limits to oil
extraction, mining and logging—since 1999.
The Intangible Zone and the
Huaorani who live there continue to be threatened by encroaching oil companies, settlers
and illegal loggers.

YASUNI NATIONAL PARK
Deep in the Ecuadorian AmazonThe Yasuni National park is the
Ecuador's continental largest
protected area.
Recognised as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 1989, the
Yasuni is one of the only places
in the world where plant,
mammal, amphibian, and bird
species all reach their maximum biodiversity.

There is no place as diverse as
Yasuni on the planet

THE WAORANI INMERSION
EXPERIENCE
Travel to the Waorani community of Bameno represents one of the most amazing adventures to be found
not only in Ecuador, but anywhere in the world.
Once in the community, you will experience one of the last untouched cultures left in the Ecuadorian
Amazon region and you will live with their people, learn their way of life during your stay.

Bameno, and neighbours Boanamo and Cononaco Chico communities, have organized
themselves to defend and protect The Intangible Zone including their culture and way of life,
working in conservation and human rights for
Indigenous peoples in Yasuni, including the
right of their “uncontacted” neighbours (Tagaeri
& Taromenane groups) living in voluntary isolation in the rainforest.
They call themselves Ome Gompote Kiwigimoni
Huaorani (We Defend Our Huaorani Territory),
“Ome Yasuni.”
Travellers can experience the true meaning of
wild in this far-remarkable region of Ecuador’s
rainforest. By hearing the sound of the forest,
the beautiful colours of the sky. you’ll be thankful that a pristine place of wilderness like the
Yasuni National park still exist in the world.
Our small groups style benefit our travellers in
many ways. ONOWOKA personalises the
itineraries and activities following your interests.
We have the most experienced guides available
specialised in biodiversity and cultural Ecuador.

THE WAORANI PEOPLE TRAVEL ITINERARY

CONONACO COMMUNITIES
YEAR-ROUND
Escape civilisation and try-out a life changing experience

Itinerary can be customised depends on your time or interests

Day 1: Quito
Transfer in, from the airport to your hotel.

Day 2: Quito Old Town & Middle of the World
This tour starts early in the morning to visit the Panecillo Hill,
place to have a panoramic view of the city.
The tour will then continue from the Basilica Church, from
where you will have a beautiful sight of The Colonial Centre of
Quito. After walking through the colonial streets we will then
stop at the Independence Plaza admiring the Ca-thedral, the
Government’s Palace and a Ronda Street. Furthermore, we will
visit The Company Church, the Sagrario Church and San
Francisco Church. After lunch we will visit the current equatorial
line and straddle the two hemispheres. In addition you’ll have a
chance to participate in several experiments on Intiñan
Museum (such as watching water go down a drain in a different
direction only inches away from either side of the equator, or
balancing an egg on a nail, or using an ancient sun dial, etc...)
(B)

DAY 3 - 4: Quito - Coca - Shiripuno - Bameno
We arrive to the community in 2 days.
Breakfast, Internal Fight to Coca. From here you will travel
about 2 hours on the Via Auca Cononaco, a road that brings
you to the upper waters of the Shiripuno river. We will travel
down the Rio Shiripuno and we will arrive to our first destination, the community of Neoneno. You will have the opportunity
to interact with the people and learn about Huaorani culture
and community life. We will stay in a tent in the community.
(B/L/D) Early departure and travel deeper into the Amazon
rainforest on the Shiripuno river and later on the Cono-naco
river viewing the pristine jungle of the Oriente. During the trip,
we also have the opportunity to observe animals such as river
turtles, macaws, toucans, tapirs and more. We will reach
Bameno by sundown.

Departure date: Year-round on select week dates
Maximun group size: 6

CHECK OUR PRICES FOR OUR CONSERVATION TRIP EXPERIENCES.

https://onowoka.com/waorani-inmersion/

WAORANI SPECIAL INMERSION
ACTIVITIES
DAYS 5-9
- The piranha fishing offers, The lure of the Amazon Rainforest and the thrill of
trying to capture one of the world’s most “infamous” fish. During the evening
we will explore the forest trails of the Amazon jungle to search for more wildlife
species: rare insects and amphibians. Back in Bameno, we can hear traditional
chants as old as the forest itself in a language that developed before the first
Spaniards stepped foot on the continent and listen to elders telling stories
about how life was before the first contact with Western culture, only 50 years
ago. Opportunity to eat and try piranha an other fishes you fished this day.
This is not mandatory, you could have another kind of food.
- Wake up early in the morning to travel down river to visit the salty ponds,
opportunity to see a big groups of scarlet macaw, blue-and-yellow macaw, parrots and some more species depending the season
- We have the option to do a hunting day, walking into the jungle to make an
unique experience. One of the most important activities in the live of the Huaorani.
- Discover the way of life visiting the community taking the time you want, they
are very happy you visit their houses.
- NEW HIGHLIGHT
This area could be home to the world’s largest Anaconda because the Huaorani
do not kill these snakes.
For the men of this tribe, capturing and releasing large anacondas unharmed is
a demonstration of their brav-ery which they believe provides them with spiritual power. They are working with a scientist to combine their skills at anaconda catching with scientific research to check the health of the anacondas. Join
the community to this incredible experience.
(B/L/D) included in the community.

HUAORANI INTERESTING FACTS
Originally from the Amazonian Region of Ecuador, the Waorani (Huaorani) are the last hunter-gatherers ethnic group.
They still resist the process of acculturation and, a few isolated groups like the Tagaeri | Taromenane maintain a traditional lifestyle without contact with the civilization.
The Waorani have marked differences from other ethnic
groups from Ecuador; the most important fact is the isolation they had from a long time with the other groups.
Genetic analysis revealed high homogeneity in the Waorani
population. This Isolated populations living in remote and/or
inaccessible areas of the world are observed as biological
treasures from the genetic viewpoint.
The Waorani speak Wao tiriro (Wao tededo), a language that
is apparently unrelated to any other in the region.
For the Waorani worldview, there is no distinction between
the physical and spiritual worlds, and spirits are present all
over the world. The Waorani once believed that the entire
world was a forest (ÖMË) and used the same word for both.
They recognise that the forest is home, while the outside
world is consider unsafe: living in the forest offer protection.
The Waorani believe the animals of the Amazon forest have a
spirit as well as physical existence. They believe that a
person who dies walks a trail to the afterlife, which has a
large anaconda snake lying in wait. Those among the dead
who cannot escape the snake fail to enter the domain of
dead spirits and return to Earth to become animals.

REASONS TO TRAVEL WITH US
TRAVEL TO REMOTE AREAS
Remote destinations are by their nature uncommon and exceptional. Whether you’re about to embark on a once-in-a-lifetime trip, or
for those of looking to do something that few have done before.
RESPONSIBLE TRIPS
We practice responsible travel experiences, these trips that allows
visitors to exclusively experience the adventure, beauty, and culture
of the Waorani and the Intangible zone, in a way that respects the
local people and environment.
INSPIRATION
Our unique wildlife experiences are the first of its kind in Ecuador,
track with our experts some of the most stunning and mysterious
animals in South America:
- The Spectacle bear, traverse wild terrain looking for the only
surviving species of bear native to South America, as well as exploring and discovering intriguing rock formations and the beauty of the
Andes Mountains.
The Andean Tapir, Watching Andean Tapirs in the wild is a pleasure.
Our expert guides will take you to the very best places to see these
beautiful, photogenic living fossil. Our programmes offer a range of
locations chosen to provide the very best experiences.
Check our trackking brochure for all species tours available

WAORANI
I N T A N G I B L E
ZONE
WILDLIFE
Adventure travellers are attracted to the abundant fauna of the Amazon rainforest. Land
mammals take the form of tapirs, jaguars and
giant armadillos while the rivers are filled with
piranhas, catfish, anacondas, caimans, turtles
and a variety of other amphibians, reptiles,
insects and fish. What’s more, there are plenty
of beautiful birds to see here, such as macaws,
royal herons, falcons, tinamou, harpies, fish
eagles, king buzzards and of course parrots.
These are just some examples of the abundant
wildlife that can be found in the Bameno region
located in the heart of the yasuni National Park,
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